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Introduction 

• The City of Austin is committed to spending in the M/WBE 
community – Here’s the top ten departments in FY 11 
(complete) and FY12 (year to date): 
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 FY 11 (Final) Amounts   FY 12 (3d Quarter Year To Date) Amounts  

Department  WBE   MBE   Total (1)     WBE   MBE   Total  

Austin Water  $  9,499,870.00   $  25,863,166.00   $  35,363,036.00   $  6,289,836.00   $  13,212,158.00   $  19,501,994.00  

Public Works  $  2,177,837.00   $    9,087,295.00   $  11,265,132.00   $      331,120.00   $    8,047,492.00   $    8,378,612.00  

Contract Management (2)  $  2,455,483.00   $    7,786,510.00   $  10,241,993.00   $  1,189,059.00   $    3,761,430.00   $    4,950,489.00  

Austin Energy  $  1,723,545.00   $    6,199,793.00   $    7,923,338.00   $  1,052,327.00   $    4,011,857.00   $    5,064,184.00  

Watershed Protection  $      807,524.00   $    2,932,447.00   $    3,739,971.00   $      999,873.00   $    2,580,392.00   $    3,580,265.00  

Aviation  $  1,387,202.00   $    1,183,750.00   $    2,570,952.00   $  1,152,666.00   $        756,491.00   $    1,909,157.00  

Parks and Recreation  $      635,079.00   $    1,727,596.00   $    2,362,675.00   $      115,146.00   $        403,529.00   $        518,675.00  

Finance and Administrative Services  $      753,713.00   $    1,161,450.00   $    1,915,163.00   $      183,302.00   $        589,047.00   $        772,349.00  

Austin Convention Center  $      289,889.00   $        924,817.00   $    1,214,706.00   $        46,350.00   $        264,397.00   $        310,747.00  

Austin Resource Recovery  $      302,209.00   $        451,751.00   $        753,960.00   $        43,688.00   $        402,087.00   $        445,775.00  

NOTES: 

1.  Sorted by Total FY11 (Final) Amount Descending 

2.  Contract Management Department acquires construction and related professional services acts on behalf of all City departments. 

Source:  City of Austin FY11 and FY12 YTD "Analysis of Total Payments by Department - Side-by-Side" 



Purchasing Organization 
• Byron E. Johnson, C.P.M., Purchasing Officer 

• Ms. Denise Lucas, C.P.M., Deputy Purchasing Officer 

• Contract Services 

• IT Acquisition 

• Ms. Yolanda Miller, C.P.M., C.P.P.O., Deputy Purchasing Officer  

• Procurement 

• Mr. Michael Benson, Chief Administrative Officer 

• Vendor Services 

• Procurement Card Services 

• Business Systems Analysis and Financial System Support 

 

• Ms. Rosie Truelove, Director, Contract Management 
Department 
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The “Process” 
• Register 

• Online in Vendor Connection 

 

• Be notified of solicitation opportunities 

• By email provided during registration 

• Advertisement in Austin American-Statesman 

• Note:  firms offering to collect bid opportunities for you typically 
don’t have full access to City bid information 

 

• Respond to solicitations 

• Attend our pre-bid and pre-proposal conferences 

• Send us your bid! 

 

• As the low bid or best value proposer, be awarded contracts! 
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How do we help you? 
• In October, 2011, the City made a single financial portal available to 

the public. 

• This portal is Austin Finance Online, and it contains 
• Vendor Connection, where you can: 

• Register your business 

• Update account information, such as email address 

• Manage solicitation notifications 

• View your firm’s commercial relationship with the City, including prime- and sub-
contracting information – exclusive to your information 

• Contract Catalog 

• eCheckbook 

 

• AFO won the Award for Excellence from the Government Finance 
Officers Association for 2012, and received an Honorable Mention 
award from Government Computer News 

 

• AFO contains an unbelievable amount of “market intelligence” 
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How do I get to AFO? 

• It can be accessed from the City’s main Internet page: 

 

• http://www.austintexas.gov 

 

• Scroll to the bottom of the page, and… 

 

• Click Austin Finance Online! 
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http://www.austintexas.gov/


Austin Finance Online 
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AFO – Vendor Connection 
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How can Vendor Connection 
help my business? 
• Solicitations 

• Account Maintenance 

• Registration 

• Certification 

• Manage commodity codes 

• Basis for notification of solicitations 

• Manage solicitation updates 

• Reports about the commercial relationship between your 
business and the City: 

• Contracts as prime- and sub-contractor 

• Payments as prime- and sub-contractor 
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Vendor Connection Login 
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Solicitations 

• View solicitations that you have subscribed to, and for a short 
time period, solicitations that you visited or viewed without 
subscribing to. 
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Account Maintenance 

• Once you are signed in to your account, you can easily access 
elements of information and provide updates. 

 

• Account Home 

• Contact and Password 

• Business Information  

• Addresses 

• Commodities 

• Account Summary 

• Additional Accounts 
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Reports 

• Once you are signed in to your account, you may view a 
number of reports that provide information about your firm’s 
commercial relationship with the City.   

 

• Payments 

• Awards (individual orders regardless of type) 

• Master Agreements (our long term contracts) 

• Sub-Contractor Payments 

• Compliance Plans 
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Payments 

• Payments made directly to your firm by the City: 
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Awards (Orders) 

• View the City’s awards (individual orders) to your firm: 
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Master Agreements 

• View any Master Agreements between your firm and the City: 
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Sub-contractor Payments 

• You can view the information reported to us by the prime 
contractors about your payments as a subcontractor – for 
each project you participate in. 
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Compliance Plans 

• You can view the Compliance (Subcontracting) plans that your 
firm is listed upon. 
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AFO – The Contract Catalog 
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General Functions 
• List by one of seven acquisition categories 

• Competitive - Four MWBE Categories 

• Three high-level Non-Competitive Categories 

• Provide detailed search capability 

• Provide details about: 

• Contracts; 

• Vendors; 

• Goods and services; and  

• Expenditures 

• Support data export to Excel – save or print as you 
need! 

• Provide additional reports - as expected! 
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Searches 
• Allow user to specify search limits: 

 

• Keyword in Document Description.   
• Document Name 

• Contract ID Number 

 

• Vendor Name 
• Legal 

• Doing Business As (DBA) 

• City Vendor ID Code 

 

• National Institute of Government Purchasing, Inc. (NIGP): 
• Commodity Code 

• Commodity Description 

• City-entered purchase description 

 

• All of the above simultaneously 
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Reports 

• All Contracts as a simple list 

• Top 50 Vendors by Contract Amount 

• Contracts Expiring Next 180 Days 

 

• Live link to current No Contact List 

• The City’s No Contact List is issued by Central Purchasing on 
behalf of all solicitation issuing entities in the City: 

• Central Purchasing 

• Contract Management Department 

• Economic Growth and Redevelopment Services Office 

• Real Estate 

• Austin Housing Finance Corporation 

• Note:  the list was consolidated as of October 1, 2012 
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Financial Documents – Purchasing 
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The Checkbook 
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Market Intelligence 

• Purchasing Internet Site 

• Registered vendor information, including commodity codes 
provided 

• Vendor Connection 

• A view into your own commercial relationship with the City 

• The Online Contract Catalog 

• Contracts and Orders with vendors  

• eCheckbook 

• Payments to vendors 
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MI: Purchasing Internet Site 

• Access the site to see who competes for City business 

• Search by name, commodity keyword, commodity code 

• Example: Name contains 

• Trucking 

• Example: Keyword 

• Hauling 

• One from the audience 

• Examples: Commodity Code 

• 00514 (Abrasives) 

• One from the audience – perhaps someone registered in Texas 
Combined Master Bidders List (CMBL) 
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MI:  Online Contract Catalog 

• Once you’ve identified vendors in your market space, you can see 
what contracts they have. 

• Benefits 

• On the tab for a vendor, all the other contracts in the catalog with that 
vendor are shown. 

• On the tab for a vendor, their registered (and certified) commodity codes 
are listed. 

• Limitations 

• Austin Energy orders and contracts are not available yet 

• Active contracts  

• If the vendor is not “prime”, meaning the direct contracting party for the 
city, you will not see any results.  In plain terms, you will not be able to 
pull up contracts using a subcontractor as a starting place. 
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MI:  eCheckbook 

• Once you’ve identified a vendor, you can see what we’ve 
spent with them. 

 

• Benefits 

• The City does make payments that don’t necessarily result from 
orders and contracts; direct payments, such as advertising, are 
included. 

 

• Limitations 

• Due to data availability and volume, only October 1, 2009 
(beginning of City fiscal year 2010) to date is available. 

• Credit card expenditures are not available. 28 
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For more information: 

• Austin Finance Online 

• AIMS Help Line at 974-2467 

• PurchInfo@austintexas.gov 

 

• Vendor Registration  

• Vendor Registration Line at 974-2018 

• VendorReg@austintexas.gov 
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